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Cleveland Museum of Art Celebrates the 


Retirement of Musical Pioneer on Dec. 12 
Karel Paukert, Curator of Musical Arts Retires After 30 Years of Service 


CLEVELAND, OH (Dec. 8, 2004) —The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents a special concert celebration 
on Sunday, Dec. 12, at 7:30 p.m. in honor of Karel Paukert, curator of Musical Arts, who this month, ends his 30 
year curatorship with the Museum. Paukert was instrumental in initiating at the CMA some of the most innovative 
and exceptional musical and performing arts programs presented by any museum in the country. 

Admission to the concert is free. 

Featuring the Cavani String Quartet, organist Todd Wilson and other special guest performers and 
speakers, this concert will honor Paukert’s remarkable legacy and 30 years of music making at the CMA. 

Paukert joined the Museum in September 1974 as Curator of Musical Arts and immediately took 
stewardship of the program and continued its distinguished legacy. As an organist, impresario and teacher, he has 
brought more than 800 concerts to the Museum. He currently directs the Museum’s year-round musical arts series 
and plays numerous organ recitals each season. 

During his tenure, Paukert was responsible for securing scores of world class composers for concerts and 
lectures including Elliott Carter, George Crumb, Karel Husa, Olivier Messiaen, Michael Tippett, Lukas Foss and 
Donald Erb. He also was known for creating performance opportunities for young and emerging artists, composers 
and chamber ensembles including violinist Joshua Bell who played his first major recital at the CMA at the age of 
14 and the Emerson String Quartet which presented a complete performance of Bartok’s six string quartets early in 
their career. In addition, he often introduced unknown European artists to American audiences who were thereafter 
embraced by concert presenters throughout the country. 

A native of Czechoslovakia, Paukert is known internationally as a leading music scholar and organist and 
has toured extensively throughout Europe, Japan and North America. His work for the CMA has been diverse, 
ranging from classical compositions, to jazz and traditional Japanese music. Paukert’s energetic devotion to 
building awareness of organ repertoire has encouraged composers to write works for him, which he often features 
in his programs. 

Paukert’s first American performances were given in 1965, following his distinguished European career, 
climaxed by the Prix d’ Excellence bestowed in 1965 by the Royal Conservatory in Ghent. In 1967, he was 


appointed associate professor of organ and church music at Northwestern University in Evanston, Ind. and has 
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taught at various other institutions including Washington University in St. Louis, Mo., and The Cleveland Institute 
of Music. In addition, Paukert has concertized and lectured at many American universities including Michigan, 
Yale and Harvard. 

Paukert is currently producing several CD’s including “Music by Ohio Composers,” “Organ Music for 
Music: Noels and Pastorales” and “Music from Prague.” His future plans include teaching at Yale University, a 
visiting professorship at the Academy of Musical Arts in Prague, further adjunct duties at the Oberlin Conservatory 
and the University of Kansas at Lawrence. In addition, Paukert is scheduling recitals in St. Louis, Mo., Ghent and 
Brussels with more European dates to follow. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, is 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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